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GETTING THE MOST

Out of Your New
USBGF Membership

he U.S. Backgammon Federation offers a rich array of benefits
to members. Basic and Novice members can view short teaching

videos, play in online tournaments, match their wits against the

top all-time American Backgammon Tour player Neil Kazaross, and much

more. Premium members get all that plus electronic access to the quarterly

PrimeTime Backgammon magazine and discounts from backgammon ven-

dors. Founding Sponsors receive personalized backgammon cubes. Join and

take full advantage of all the resources available to members at every level.

Benefits Available to All Members

Online Tournaments

»

»

»

To play in the USBGF Online Circuit, you will need an account on the

GridGammon, GammonSite, or SafeHarborGames.net backgammon server.

To apply for a free GridGammon account, simply login to the usbgf.org
website with your username and password (or ask that your password
be emailed to you in upper right of the USBGF home page) and go
to usbgf.org/trny/gg-acct. Fill out all the required fields, including a
preferred nickname, and click the “submit” button. GridGammon is a
separate organization that has its own policies for granting accounts.
Processing can take some time - typically a couple of weeks. They will

email you a password. Be sure to add support@gridgammon.com to your

contact directory to avoid having email from GridGammon go into a

spam filter. Contact support@gridgammon.com if you have questions

about the status of your account. Once you have an account and password,

you can download the software at gridgammon.com.

Because of the delays and uncertainties in obtaining free GridGammon

accounts, many members prefer to take advantage of the $14 special annual


http://usbgf.org/
http://usbgf.org/trny/gg-acct/
mailto:support%40gridgammon.com?subject=GridGammon%20Support
mailto:support%40gridgammon.com?subject=GridGammon%20Support
http://gridgammon.com
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»
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Getting the Most Out of Your New USBGF Membership

rate for USBGF members at gammonsite.com. Applications

are processed immediately.

SafeHarborGames.net provides free accounts, also processed
immediately. Everyone, but especially novices, should take

advantage of the USBGF Playroom.

Once you have a GridGammon, GammonSite, or SafeHar-
borGames account, register for USBGF tournaments at
usbgf.org/trny. Monthly Circuit tournaments are open to the
first 128 players to register. In addition, divisional tournaments
are available for players at comparable skill levels: Masters
(Elo of 1650+); Advanced (Elo of 1501-1649); Intermediate
(Elo 1500 or below). Most players start at 1500 Elo, but you
may request a higher level if you have an established rating

through online or live play.

You will receive email notices when new tournaments are
open for registration. Enter info@usbgf.org into your contact

list to avoid having notices go into a spam filter.

Once you are registered for a tournament, the USBGF Online
Tournament System will automatically notify you when
drawsheets are available. You will also receive the name and
nickname of your opponent, and will be provided with a system
for communicating with him or her to arrange a convenient
time to play your match on GridGammon, GammonSite, or
another mutually agreed backgammon server. You typically
will have two weeks to play your match. You will also report
results of your match using the USBGF Online Tournament

System.

Online Match Series

»

Members can take advantage of the rare opportunity to play
an online match against American Backgammon Tour #1
player and USBGF Board member Neil Kazaross. This event
is democracy in action: members discuss and eventually vote
on checker plays and cube decisions, with majority rule! Jason

Lee serves as the Online Match Editor. Author Mary Hickey

»

reviews members’ decisions after their vote is finalized, and
Neil comments on his own checker/cube decisions. To partici-
pate, go to usbgf.org/category/olm or check the What's New

section on the home page for the most recent post.

When you enter, be sure to sign up for emails notifying you

when new positions are posted.

USBGF Teaching Videos

»

»

»

Short teaching videos, most between 5-20 minutes in length,
are available at usbgf.org/category/bg-problems/video. Over
200 teaching videos have been posted. These videos are a
great resource not only for novices, but for all students of the
game! New teaching videos are available each month. Follow

facebook.com/USBGEF for notices.

Beginners may also enjoy the Backgammon Beginners Video

Series on YouTube.

There are also resources for Novices in the Learn>Novices section

of the USBGF website at usbgf.org/learn-backgammon/novice.

Live Backgammon Tournaments

»

»

»

Want to play in-person with other backgammon enthu-
siasts? For a complete listing of U.S. local club events, see
usbgf.org/clubs/us-affiliate-backgammon-clubs. You may
also want to check out Meetup.com in your local area to find

backgammon playing opportunities.

Ready to step up to big-time competition? Check out the

USBGF Calendar at usbgf.org/calendar. It includes notices

of national tournaments on the American Backgammon

Tour (ABT), as well as major local and international events.

Results of the ABT tournaments are reported promptly after
each event at usbgf.org/category/events.


http://gammonsite.com
http://safeharborgames.net
http://usbgf.org/trny/
mailto:info%40usbgf.org?subject=
http://usbgf.org/category/olm/
http://usbgf.org/category/bg-problems/video/
https://www.facebook.com/USBGF
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9yKQ8QeIOY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9yKQ8QeIOY
http://usbgf.org/learn-backgammon/novice/
http://usbgf.org/clubs/us-affiliate-backgammon-clubs/
http://usbgf.org/calendar/
http://usbgf.org/category/events/
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Learn from Experts Playing

»

»

The USBGF supports streaming matches of top players from

American Backgammon Tour tournaments. To receive stream-

ing schedules, subscribe to youtube.com/user/USBGFbroadcast

and check facebook.com/USBGE to see when tournaments

are in progress.

Another treasure trove of information is the archive of recorded
matches from the USBGF Online Circuit. Go to Find Player
in the Online Circuit usbgf.org/trny/stats, scroll down the
list of players to find someone whose matches you want to
review, and click on Match File. Or go to the complete list of

match files at usbgf.org/events/match-files. Download the

match file to your computer and open it in eXtreme Gammon

to go through the XG analysis of the match.

Check Out Your Ratings

»

»

Want to know who the top players are? What to know if
your performance over the board is getting better? Want to
know who your nemesis is? Want to see the drawsheets from
your last American Backgammon Tour tournament? All that
information and lots more is on the website. For ABT ratings
and statistics information, go to usbgf.org/ratings and get ABT
point leaders, USBGF national master-point leaders, USBGF
Elo ratings, win-loss records, and more. Under the Elo Ratings

heading, you'll find tournament drawsheets, your Nemesis

Report, and your playing history at usbgf.org/ratings/elo.

If you play in the USBGF Online Circuit, you’ll want to keep
track of your progress by checking out the Leaderboard at
usbgf.org/trny/leaderboard. You'll find your current USBGF

online master points, Elo rating, win-loss record, and tourna-

ments won. Strive for a personal goal.

General Information

»

The usbgf.org website has lots of information - please
explore it. You will find the American Backgammon Hall
of Fame usbgf.org/awards/hof; backgammon books, equip-

ment, and merchandise, subscriptions to print copies of

»

»

»

»

PrimeTime Backgammon magazine, and more for sale at
usbgf.org/shop; names and photos of online tournament win-
ners at usbgf.org/usbgf-tournament-of-stars; and resources
to manage your profile at usbgf.org/membership/my-profile.

USBGF policy statements and additional documents may

be found at usbgf.org/category/policies. Information on the

recently revised USBGF Tournament Rules may be found at

usbgf.org/docs/rules-proposed.pdf

Information about the USBGE, including its Board, Commit-
tees, by-laws, volunteers, financial statements, sponsors, and

more may be found at usbgf.org/about-us.

You’ll also find links to other backgammon websites and

resources on the right side of the home page.

The website is under continuous development, with more and
more information added every day, so check it out regularly,
starting with What's New (at the top-center of the home page)

and the News section.

Additional Benefits for Premium

Members and Founding Sponsors

PrimeTime Backgammon

»

Electronic access to the highly acclaimed PrimeTime Backgam-
mon quarterly magazine, including current and back issues dat-
ing back to September—October 2010, is available to Premium
and Founding Sponsor members usbgf.org/download-ptbg.
Issues are typically released at the beginning of each quarter.
You will receive an email notice, and posts will be made on
facebook.com/USBGF, when a new issue is released. This 120+
page magazine is chock-full of interesting feature articles to
help you improve your game, tournament news, player pro-
files, ratings leaders, notices about upcoming tournaments,
and much more. You may also sign up to receive print issues

at $20 a copy (plus shipping) using PayPal or a major credit
card at usbgf.org/shop
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Discounts

Membership conveys discounts at several prominent backgammon

organizations, including:

»

»

»

»

20% discount for eXtreme Gammon neural-network software

available at extremegammon.com/registeronline.aspx?usbgf=1

30% discount on gammonsite.com backgammon server

membership

10% discount on selected merchandise at the GammonVillage

online store gammonvillage.com

Delta Airlines: USBGF members are eligible for discounts rang-
ing from 2-20% on flights to most ABT tournaments in 2017.

See usbgf.org/delta-airlines-discount-for-tournament-travel
for details.

USBGEF Sponsored Tournaments

»

»

»

All USBGF members receive a free first entry to the USBGF
National Championship West, held at the Texas Backgammon
Championships in San Antonio. See texasbackgammon.com

for further information.

All USBGF members receive a free first entry to the USBGF
National Championship East, held at the Cherry Blossom
Backgammon Championship in the Washington, D.C area.

See cherryblossombackgammon.com for details.

Founding Sponsors are eligible to participate in the invi-
tational USBGF Tournament of Stars doubles event, held
annually at the Cherry Blossom Backgammon Champion-
ship: cherryblossombackgammon.com. Founding Sponsors
select partners from a list of Giants and experts, in the order
of their level and date of sponsorship: usbgf.org/about-us/

sponsors-and-benefactors/founding-sponsors.
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